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Jordan Society for History
of science
FEstablished in 1989. Aims are
To show the role of Arabic
the

and

Islamic  civilization in
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concept, meaning,
structure and objectives.
2-The beginning of
history of science in
Islamic civilization.

3- The formation and
establishment of the
phenomenon or
intellectual discipline of
the history of science.
4- The meaning and
systems of the history of
science.

5- The development of
writing of history of
science.

6- Arabic writings in the
history of science like
the writings of Ibn an-
Nadim, Ibn Sa’ad, Ibn
Sa’ed alandalusi,

7- The classification of
sciences as in the works
of Al-Farabi, Ikhwan as-

Safa.

8- Encyclopediac works
as the works of Watwat,

al-Omatri, al-Nuwairi.
9- Contemporary Arabic
and Islamic works in the

history of science.

Important Dates
Deadline for abstracts :
25" of April
Notice of preliminary
acceptance

25" May
Deadline for receiving
the complete paper :
15" August
Notice of final

Disciplines
Reality and Future
24-27 NOVEMBER 2010-
03-15
PHILADELPHIA
UNIVERSITY
AMMAN, JORDAN
Correspondence
Prof Abdul Majid Nusayr
Depart ment of
Mat hemat i cs
Jordan University for
Sci ence and Technol ogy
(JUST)
Irbid, Jordan 22110
Tel +962 795 310 901
Fax +962 2 720 1071
Emai | amusayr @gmail .com
Dr. Badi al — Abed
P O Box 1725, Tla’ al -
Ali,
Anmman, Jordan
Tel efax +962 6 5518 735
+962 777 310 195
badi @go.comj o
badi yafa@yahoo.com

acceptance 15" September

The society will cover
hotel residence for
participants with
accept ed papers.

technology.

Strengthening the ties between
the interested persons and
institutions in the field of history
of science.

Encouraging the study of
manuscripts and their
publications.

Spreading public knowledge
about Islamic sciences: history
and its topics.

Holding conferences and
symposia and giving lectures on
the history of science.

Our website is under
construction

www jshs.org.jo

Organizing committee

Prof. AbdulMajid Nusayr,
President

Dr. Eng. Badi al-Abed, Secretary
Dr. Eng. Muhammad Faris

Prof Samir ad-Droobi

Eng. Khalil Kunsul

The  Ilanguage of  the
conference is Arabic, and for
non-Arabs English.
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The History of Science in Arabic Islamic Civilization
Beginnings — Formative stages - Established Phenongor Intellectual Disciplines
Reality & Future
THE JORDANIAN SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE
The seventh Conference
University Of Philadelphia

Amman - Jordan

Dr. Badi al-Abed

E-Mail: badi@go.com.jo

This conference endeavor to demonstrate, disclosehaghlight the role of Arabic Islamic
Civilization in forming and establishing the phersmon of the history of science. The
conference also aims to liberate our kidnapped sintbn consciousness, present our absent
cultural performance and scientific achievementsirtiermore it seeks to employ the
contribution of Arab and Muslim scientists and ligetuals in the schemes and methods of
research.

The conference will focus at this contribution asbeginning, a formative stageand asan
established phenomenomr intellectual discipline; in order to free ourselves and our (Islamic)
civilization from the claimed hegemony, predomiraaad superiority of Western Civilization.

In doing so, we (Arab and Muslim scholars) mustltgtfree ourselves from the claims of
superiority of Western Civilization. And we mustcape, free and suppress its presence in our
thinking as an unchallenged superior Civilizatidfost important is its claim reservation and
holding of the beginnings of the phenomenon or ittiellectual discipline of the History of
Science; in spite of the fact that this claim isicadicting the simplest methods of thinking.
Because all cultural phenomena and intellectuaiglises originally were ideas, notions and
concepts with different levels or scales of conssiess before being specific terms with
different abstract meanings and definitions fotaiarculture namely Western one.

It is from our understanding of the formation ofetstructure of cultural phenomena and
intellectual disciplines, particularly, the cultughenomena and intellectual disciplines of the
History of Science and that is: (beginning, forratiand establishment, phenomenon, title,
classification). Therefore the topics of the coefere are put to address this process; and to

42


mailto:badi@go.com.jo

authenticate and enhance the fact that the phermmarHistory of Science is an Islamic one as
a beginning, a formative stage and as an estatlighenomenon.

To clarify this process, the concept beginning iexament in time and, at the same time, a
project underway. In the first part, beginning Isearhistorical meaning; and in the second, it
bears a structural one. If one question in whatmmeg of the two lies the beginning of the
phenomenon of the History of Science? One find tth@two meanings are tied together in terms
of time, but the first meaning retreat, after magkits presence on time or historical presence, in
favor of the second one. Yet the second (strugtumedaning continue to drew the formative
stage of the phenomenon until it reaches to itabishment as a cultural or intellectual
discipline, which in turn marks its presence intdng. Yet and as a consequence, the
phenomenon or the intellectual discipline of thetblly of Science found and established as an
amalgam of the scientific phenomena or intellectlistiplines.

To spell out this process (the forming of phenomema intellectual disciplines), | will take, as a
case in point, the phenomenon of the science tlaaogy. One find that the beginning of this
phenomenon started in al-Jahiliyya verse, wherelathents of the science of archaeology were
documented, formed and established, like: inventgoipniques of exploration and excavation,
recording of houses and places, assigning nameatains of houses and places and their social
positions, locating their geographical sites, déstg their building materials, construction
techniques and types of environment, depictingatttaristics of forms and aesthetic qualities,
documenting history of construction; scientific angthical interpretation of antiquities ...etc.

The formative stage of this beginning (the scieatarchaeology) was conducted in the holy
Quran where antiquities of ancient civilization eetocumented like: the civilization of At:,
Thamud 254, Sabalw, ancient Egyptiis &l and ...etc. More to the point scientific
interpretation of antiquities was clearly emphadiie the story of Ashab al-KahfieS)l claal,
Sura No.: 18: 9-26; and in other Sur of our holy&u

This formation stage reached its establishmenhénworks of Muslim archaeologists like al-
Ghirnati =t _2!! (AH. 473-565/AD 1080-1170) in his booRuhfat al-Albab waNukhbat al-
“Ajab; al-Baghdadis2xdl (AH 575-629/1162-1231) an his boal:Ifada wall atibar fi al-Amur
al-Mushahada waHawadith al-Muayana biArd Misind al-Qazwinis:s3 (AH 600-682/ AD
1080-1170) in his boolathar al-Bilad waAkhbar al-"1bad

After this Muslim performance, Western contributicame to exist in the second half of th&' 19
century and claim the inventing of this science prattice superiority over all cultures of the
world. For although this contribution extending tbeope of this science and enhancing its
techniques; and as a result strengthening itsrfgedi Yet and by all means, this science was
initiated, found and established by Arab and Muslintellectuals and not by Western ones.
Therefore it is not accepted to ignore this faat emsurrender to the claims of Western Culture.
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What apply to the science of archaeology is apply;nmany other sciences. Yet if there are no
theoretical framework to some sciences under dpdtles or terms in Islamic Civilization, that
does not mean that Islamic contribution not e)&siffice it to indicate that Islamic Civilization
was the first to put classification of sciences emtitles and terms that marks, discloses and
demonstrates cultural phenomena and intellectsaipines; like the classification of al-Farabi
& (AH 259-339/ AD 870-950), Ikhwan as-Safaall o) s2) (AH 4™ ¢/ AD 11" C) and Ibn
Sinaliw ¢l (AH 370-428/ AD 981-1037) and many others.

This conference is a call for Muslim scholars teetate themselves from the claimed supremacy
of Western Culture; and an invitation to reveal gdsent our remarkable contribution of
Islamic Civilization, not just in the history of isace but in all sciences. This in turn will
highlight part of the splendor and brightness sfgerformance; furthermore it will bring back
self-confidence to their followers and work as atiweand initiator for them to participate in
producing knowledge and not swallowing it.

Topics of the conference
1- History of Science

Its concept & meaning, its stuwe and objectives
2- The Beginnings of History of Science in Islar@iwilization

3- The Formation and Establishment of the phenomemdntellectual discipline of the History
of Science.

4- The phenomena of the History of Science
5- The development of writing of History of Science

6- The publication of the History of Science inalslic Civilization, like: Ibn an-Nadim, lbn
Juljul, Ibn al-Qafti, Ibn abi Osiyba ... etc.

7- The classification of sciences, like the workalfFarabi, Ikhwan as-Safa, Ibn Sina ... etc.
8- The encyclopedic works of:

Al-Watwatlabaij al-Fiker waManabhij al-"Iber

Al-"Omarifjasalik al-‘Absar

An-Noweripihayt al-‘Irab

Al-QalgashandBgbh al-‘a’sha

9-Contemproray Arab and Islamic publication in History of Science and its role according to
the previous topics.
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